A SERVICE FOR MAUNDY THURSDAY
WITH RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL AND MINISTERIAL COMMITMENT
Music is played
The Greeting
Bishop

Jesus Christ has made us a kingdom of priests
to serve his God and Father.
Glory and kingship be his for ever and ever.
Grace, mercy and peace be with you
and also with you.

The Bishop introduces the service, leading into
Act of Penitence
Bishop
All

Come, let us return to the Lord and say
Lord our God,
in our sin we have avoided your call.
Our love for you is like a morning cloud,
like the dew that goes away early.
Have mercy on us;
deliver us from judgement;
bind up our wounds and revive us;
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

The Bishop says the Absolution
Hymn

Praise to the holiest in the height
and in the depth be praise;
in all his words most wonderful,
most sure in all his ways.
O loving wisdom of our God!
when all was sin and shame,
a second Adam to the fight
and to the rescue came.
O wisest love! that flesh and blood,
which did in Adam fail,
should strive afresh against the foe,
should strive and should prevail;
and that a higher gift than grace
should flesh and blood refine,
God’s presence and his very self,
and essence all-divine.

O generous love! that he, who smote
in Man for man the foe,
the double agony in Man
for man should undergo;
and in the garden secretly,
and on the cross on high,
should teach his brethren, and inspire
to suffer and to die.
Praise to the Holiest in the height,
and in the depth be praise;
in all his words most wonderful,
most sure in all his ways.
J.H. Newman (1801-90)

The Bishop prays
The Collect
Gospel

Luke 22.54-62
Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest’s
house. But Peter was following at a distance. When they had kindled a fire in
the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them.
Then a servant-girl, seeing him in the firelight, stared at him and said, ‘This
man also was with him.’ But he denied it, saying, ‘Woman, I do not know
him.’ A little later someone else, on seeing him, said, ‘You also are one of
them.’ But Peter said, ‘Man, I am not!’ Then about an hour later yet another
kept insisting, ‘Surely this man also was with him; for he is a Galilean.’ But
Peter said, ‘Man, I do not know what you are talking about!’ At that moment,
while he was still speaking, the cock crowed. The Lord turned and looked at
Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to
him, ‘Before the cock crows today, you will deny me three times.’ And he
went out and wept bitterly.

Homily

The Bishop of Tonbridge

Music is played
The Renewal of Commitment to Ministry
Bishop

My brothers and sisters, at his Last Supper, our Lord Jesus Christ gave his
disciples a new commandment, that they should love one another, and he
prayed that they might be one. He gave them an everlasting sign of his own
love, in the sacrament of bread and wine. He consecrated himself to his
Father’s service, to be the high priest of the New Covenant. I invite you now
to dedicate yourselves afresh to his service, as stewards of the mysteries of
God and ministers of his grace.

For bishops:
A lay
person

Bishops

For priests:
Bishop

Priests

For deacons:

At your ordination as a bishop you received the gift of the Spirit, that you
might lead the Church in mission, and send out ministers in Christ’s name; that
you might promote its unity, uphold its discipline, and guard its faith; and that
you might teach and govern the people committed to your charge. Will you
continue faithfully in this ministry, watching over Christ’s own flock, and
building them up in the unity of the Spirit and the bond of peace?
By the help of God, I will.
At your ordination to the priesthood, you took authority to watch over and care
for God’s people, to absolve and bless them in his name, to proclaim the gospel
of salvation, and to minister the sacraments of his New Covenant. Will you
continue as faithful stewards of the mysteries of God, preaching the gospel of
Christ and ministering his holy sacraments?
By the help of God, I will.

Bishop

At your ordination as a deacon, you received the yoke of Christ, who came not
to be served but to serve. Will you continue faithfully in this ministry, to build
up God’s people in his truth and serve them in his name?

Deacons

By the help of God, I will.

For lay ministers, lay workers and officers:
Bishop

Ministers

At your licensing or commissioning, you undertook to be faithful in prayer and
by word and example to minister to those for whom Christ died. Will you do
all that is in your power to witness to God’s love for his people?
By the help of God, I will.

For all the Baptised:
Bishop
All
Bishop
All

At our baptism, we are all called to worship and serve God. Will you do all that
is in your power to be faithful to your calling and witness to God’s love?
By the help of God, I will.
May the God of peace sanctify you wholly; and may your spirit and soul and
body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He
who calls you is faithful, and he will accomplish it.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

The Bishop’s Chaplain leads
Prayers of Intercession
Lord’s Prayer
Trusting in the compassion of God,
as our saviour taught us, so we pray
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.
HYMN

My song is love unknown,
my Saviour’s love to me,
love to the loveless shown,
that they might lovely be.
O who am I, that for my sake
my Lord should take frail flesh and die?
He came from his blest throne,
salvation to bestow;
but men made strange, and none
the longed-for Christ would know.
But O, my Friend, my Friend indeed,
who at my need his life did spend.
Sometimes they strew his way,
and his sweet praises sing;
resounding all the day
hosannas to their King.
Then ‘Crucify!’ is all their breath,
and for his death they thirst and cry.
Why, what hath my Lord done?
What makes this rage and spite?
He made the lame to run,
he gave the blind their sight.
Sweet injuries! Yet they at these
themselves displease, and ‘gainst him rise.
They rise, and needs will have
my dear Lord made away;
a murderer they save,
the Prince of Life they slay.
Yet cheerful he to suffering goes,
that he his foes from thence might free.

In life no house, no home
my Lord on earth might have;
in death, no friendly tomb,
but what a stranger gave.
What may I say? Heaven was his home;
but mine the tomb wherein he lay.
Here might I stay and sing,
no story so divine;
never was love, dear King,
never was grief like thine.
This is my Friend, in whose sweet praise
I all my days could gladly spend.
Samuel Crossman (1624-1683)

Commitment and Blessing

We join together in a prayer for these days
Heavenly Father,
in this time of enforced exile,
while so many in our world are suffering,
we recommit ourselves
to tend to the needs of those entrusted to our care,
and pray for those whose needs are known only to you.
Give us strength to live for you in every moment,
that our everyday faith may rest secure
in your unchanging faithfulness and love.
We ask this in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ,
who suffered, died and rose again,
for us and all humanity. Amen.
Bishop

Our help is in the name of the Lord
who has made heaven and earth.
Blessed be the name of the Lord
now and for ever. Amen.
The Father, whose glory fills the heavens,
cleanse you by his holiness and send you to proclaim his word. Amen.
The Son, who has ascended to the heights,
pour upon you the riches of his grace. Amen.
The Holy Spirit, the Comforter,
Equip you and strengthen you in your ministry. Amen.
And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you in these days and always. Amen.

Music is played
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